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Farnborough, July 29, 2026 (ASIM). The Farnborough International Airshow 2026 (FIA2026) 
has concluded, solidifying its position as the premier B2B catalyst for the global aerospace, 
defence, and space ecosystems. Over five high-octane days, the event delivered landmark 
economic value, commercial momentum, and technological milestones that will define the 
trajectory of global flight and defence capabilities for years to come. 

Macro-Economic Performance and Attendance Surge 

FIA2026 welcomed 141,580 trade and public visitors across 136 countries. This reflects a 
massive 41% show-on-show increase in attendance and nearly double the figure recorded 
in 2022. The trade days generated $84.7 billion (£62.9 billion) in commercial transactions, 
with an estimated £10.8 billion directly benefiting the UK domestic industry. 

Key Commercial Order Breakdown 

• 353 Firm Aircraft Orders 
• 904 Firm Engine Orders 
• 10 Firm Helicopter Orders 

Major commercial announcements were spearheaded by industry heavyweights including 
Airbus, Boeing, Embraer, CFM (LEAP), and Pratt & Whitney. On the defence front, prime 
contractors such as BAE Systems, MBDA, and Anduril Industries unveiled next-generation 
autonomous systems and precision strike technologies. 

Technological Firsts & Strategic Policy Alignment 

FIA2026 marked a pivotal shift toward advanced air mobility (AAM) and hybrid-electric 
aviation. In a global first for the airshow, Vertical Aerospace completed a public 
demonstration of its electric vertical take-off and landing (eVTOL) aircraft, seamlessly 
transitioning from helicopter to aeroplane flight modes. 

The airshow also served as a high-level forum for government and industry policy. The newly 
formed UK administration maintained a strong presence, led by: 

• Wes Streeting MP, Secretary of State for Defence. 
• Jonathan Reynolds MP, Secretary of State for Business, Innovation, Science and Trade. 
• Kanishka Narayan MP, Minister for Artificial Intelligence. 

This alignment underscores the growing convergence between governmental defence 
agendas, sovereign industrial capabilities, and AI-driven aerospace innovation. 

Beyond technology and governance, the sold-out Pioneers of Tomorrow initiative on Friday, 
July 24, placed future talent at the heart of the airshow. The programme connected 
thousands of young attendees with top employers and educators, inspiring pathways into 
aerospace, engineering, and STEM while directly addressing the industry's critical future 
workforce needs. 

 



Business Analytics Opinion & Takeaway for ASIM Readers 

Farnborough 2026 proved that despite macroeconomic headwinds, supply chain 
constraints, and geopolitical shifts, the aerospace and defence sector maintains robust 
long-term demand. 

From an analytical standpoint, the massive volume of firm engine commitments (904 units 
versus 353 commercial airframes, alongside 10 complete helicopter packages) reveals 
where the industry's operational priorities lie: OEMs and airlines are focusing aggressively 
on fleet modernization, MRO supply-chain assurance, and immediate fuel efficiency while 
long-term net-zero technologies mature. 

Furthermore, the integration of advanced defence technologies alongside sustainable 
commercial flight demonstrates that the industry is actively balancing immediate global 
security requirements with long-term net-zero targets. 

"Across the week, we have seen business getting done, partnerships strengthened, and 
ideas turned into action... We are proud to provide a platform that drives commercial 
success and supports international collaboration." 

— Gareth Rogers, CEO of Farnborough International 

The industry momentum generated at FIA2026 now sets the benchmark for the global 
Air&Spaceshows circuit, establishing the strategic, commercial, and technological 
roadmap for upcoming international aerospace, defense, and security exhibitions. 
Farnborough returns 17–21 July 2028. 
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